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a combined license application, the 
proposed action shall be as set forth in 
the relevant provisions of § 51.92(e). 

(2) Determine the scope of the state-
ment and identify the significant 
issues to be analyzed in depth. 

(3) Identify and eliminate from de-
tailed study issues which are periph-
eral or are not significant or which 
have been covered by prior environ-
mental review. Discussion of these 
issues in the statement will be limited 
to a brief presentation of why they are 
peripheral or will not have a signifi-
cant effect on the quality of the human 
environment or a reference to their 
coverage elsewhere. 

(4) Identify any environmental as-
sessments and other environmental im-
pact statements which are being or will 
be prepared that are related to but are 
not part of the scope of the statement 
under consideration. 

(5) Identify other environmental re-
view and consultation requirements re-
lated to the proposed action so that 
other required analyses and studies 
may be prepared concurrently and inte-
grated with the environmental impact 
statement. 

(6) Indicate the relationship between 
the timing of the preparation of envi-
ronmental analyses and the Commis-
sion’s tentative planning and decision- 
making schedule. 

(7) Identify any cooperating agencies, 
and as appropriate, allocate assign-
ments for preparation and schedules 
for completion of the statement to the 
NRC and any cooperating agencies. 

(8) Describe the means by which the 
environmental impact statement will 
be prepared, including any contractor 
assistance to be used. 

(b) At the conclusion of the scoping 
process, the appropriate NRC staff di-
rector will prepare a concise summary 
of the determinations and conclusions 
reached, including the significant 
issues identified, and will send a copy 
of the summary to each participant in 
the scoping process. 

(c) At any time prior to issuance of 
the draft environmental impact state-
ment, the appropriate NRC staff direc-
tor may revise the determinations 
made under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, as appropriate, if substantial 
changes are made in the proposed ac-

tion, or if significant new cir-
cumstances or information arise which 
bear on the proposed action or its im-
pacts. 

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 72 
FR 49510, Aug. 28, 2007] 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

§ 51.30 Environmental assessment. 
(a) An environmental assessment for 

proposed actions, other than those for 
a standard design certification under 10 
CFR part 52 or a manufacturing license 
under part 52, shall identify the pro-
posed action and include: 

(1) A brief discussion of: 
(i) The need for the proposed action; 
(ii) Alternatives as required by sec-

tion 102(2)(E) of NEPA; 
(iii) The environmental impacts of 

the proposed action and alternatives as 
appropriate; and 

(2) A list of agencies and persons con-
sulted, and identification of sources 
used. 

(b) Unless otherwise determined by 
the Commission, an environmental as-
sessment will not include discussion of 
any aspect of the storage of spent fuel 
within the scope of the generic deter-
mination in § 51.23(a) and in accordance 
with the provisions of § 51.23(b). 

(c) An environmental assessment for 
a proposed action regarding a mon-
itored retrievable storage installation 
(MRS) will not address the need for the 
MRS or any alternative to the design 
criteria for an MRS set forth in section 
141(b)(1) of the Nuclear Waste Policy 
Act of 1982 (96 Stat. 2242, 42 U.S.C. 
10161(b)(1)). 

(d) An environmental assessment for 
a standard design certification under 
subpart B of part 52 of this chapter 
must identify the proposed action, and 
will be limited to the consideration of 
the costs and benefits of severe acci-
dent mitigation design alternatives 
and the bases for not incorporating se-
vere accident mitigation design alter-
natives in the design certification. An 
environmental assessment for an 
amendment to a design certification 
will be limited to the consideration of 
whether the design change which is the 
subject of the proposed amendment 
renders a severe accident mitigation 
design alternative previously rejected 
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in the earlier environmental assess-
ment to become cost beneficial, or re-
sults in the identification of new severe 
accident mitigation design alter-
natives, in which case the costs and 
benefits of new severe accident mitiga-
tion design alternatives and the bases 
for not incorporating new severe acci-
dent mitigation design alternatives in 
the design certification must be ad-
dressed. 

(e) An environmental assessment for 
a manufacturing license under subpart 
F of part 52 of this chapter must iden-
tify the proposed action, and will be 
limited to the consideration of the 
costs and benefits of severe accident 
mitigation design alternatives and the 
bases for not incorporating severe acci-
dent mitigation design alternatives in 
the manufacturing license. An environ-
mental assessment for an amendment 
to a manufacturing license will be lim-
ited to consideration of whether the de-
sign change which is the subject of the 
proposed amendment either renders a 
severe accident mitigation design al-
ternative previously rejected in an en-
vironmental assessment to become cost 
beneficial, or results in the identifica-
tion of new severe accident mitigation 
design alternatives, in which case the 
costs and benefits of new severe acci-
dent mitigation design alternatives 
and the bases for not incorporating 
new severe accident mitigation design 
alternatives in the manufacturing li-
cense must be addressed. In either case, 
the environmental assessment will not 
address the environmental impacts as-
sociated with manufacturing the reac-
tor under the manufacturing license. 

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 49 
FR 34694, Aug. 31, 1984; 53 FR 31681, Aug. 19, 
1988; 72 FR 49510, Aug. 28, 2007] 

§ 51.31 Determinations based on envi-
ronmental assessment. 

(a) General. Upon completion of an 
environmental assessment for proposed 
actions other than those involving a 
standard design certification or a man-
ufacturing license under part 52 of this 
chapter, the appropriate NRC staff di-
rector will determine whether to pre-
pare an environmental impact state-
ment or a finding of no significant im-
pact on the proposed action. As pro-
vided in § 51.33, a determination to pre-

pare a draft finding of no significant 
impact may be made. 

(b) Standard design certification. (1) 
For actions involving the issuance or 
amendment of a standard design cer-
tification, the Commission shall pre-
pare a draft environmental assessment 
for public comment as part of the pro-
posed rule. The proposed rule must 
state that: 

(i) The Commission has determined 
in § 51.32 that there is no significant en-
vironmental impact associated with 
the issuance of the standard design cer-
tification or its amendment, as appli-
cable; and 

(ii) Comments on the environmental 
assessment will be limited to the con-
sideration of SAMDAs as required by 
§ 51.30(d). 

(2) The Commission will prepare a 
final environmental assessment fol-
lowing the close of the public comment 
period for the proposed standard design 
certification. 

(c) Manufacturing license. (1) Upon 
completion of the environmental as-
sessment for actions involving issuance 
or amendment of a manufacturing li-
cense (manufacturing license environ-
mental assessment), the appropriate 
NRC staff director will determine the 
costs and benefits of severe accident 
mitigation design alternatives and the 
bases for not incorporating severe acci-
dent mitigation design alternatives in 
the design of the reactor to be manu-
factured under the manufacturing li-
cense. The NRC staff director may de-
termine to prepare a draft environ-
mental assessment. 

(2) The manufacturing license envi-
ronmental assessment must state that: 

(i) The Commission has determined 
in § 51.32 that there is no significant en-
vironmental impact associated with 
the issuance of a manufacturing license 
or an amendment to a manufacturing 
license, as applicable; 

(ii) The environmental assessment 
will not address the environmental im-
pacts associated with manufacturing 
the reactor under the manufacturing 
license; and 

(iii) Comments on the environmental 
assessment will be limited to the con-
sideration of severe accident mitiga-
tion design alternatives as required by 
§ 51.30(e). 
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